
 

 

 

Sports Commission Board Meeting minutes 
March 10, 2021  ▪  11:30am 

Via Zoom 
 

 

Attendees:  Matt Hawkins, Jon Voegele, Al Nathan, Beth Sauser, John Althoff, Leanna Bordner, 
Rich Zeller, Steve Newman, Jay Tetzloff, Mike Wagner, Tony Bauman, Ray Ceresa  
 
Call to Order: Jon Voegele called the meeting to order at 11:33am 
 
I. Public Comments 

Matt welcomed Al Nathan and Jay Tetzloff to the Board and thanked them for joining 
us.  
 

II. Action Items 
a. 2021-2022 Operating Budget 

Matt gave an overview of the Operating Budget. The Sports Commission is not 
collecting dues because of the pandemic as many restaurants and hotels are 
suffering. Looking forward to January of 2022, we will resend out Sports Commission 
dues and hoping to bring that back up to where it was before.  Jon asked for motion 
to approve. Leanna moved. Steve seconded. All in favor, budget approved.  
 

b. One Hockey Sponsorship 
One Hockey is a well-known hockey group in the nation. They host 20-25 different 
events each year. They connected with the Bloomington Ice Center and brought 
Matt into the conversation for hosting an event in Bloomington-Normal. Matt 
suggests approaching this sponsorship with a tiered approach based on the 
collection of room nights.  Jay said both the Ice Center and the Arena would be 
utilized. Rich said January is a slow time for the restaurants too so this would be 
helpful.  Leanna moved the motion. Rich seconded. All in favor. Motion approved for 
sponsorship.  
 

III. Discussion Items 
a. Board Seats 

Matt and Jon discussed expanding the board from 13 to 15 seats. With his 
experience, Jon has seen more discussion and opportunity for more ideas with a 
larger board. The bylaws state that the Sports Commission can have 15 board 
members. Steve Newman, Leanna Bordner, Al Nathan, and John Althoff offered to 
discuss other members as a Board Development Committee. Matt said we want to 
find someone who can help fulfill our mention by identifying events and help 
generate spending through sports.  



 

 
b. Sports Complex 

Matt gave an update on the Sports Complex. There has not yet been a signed 
sponsorship contract, and until that is done, we can’t move forward with our 
partnership with them.  
 

c. New Sports Commission Events 
Jon and Matt wanted to open the conversation for new events that we can 
brainstorm and work to bring to Bloomington-Normal. Matt prefaced before any 
ideas are shared, pickleball and e-sports have been successful for the past few years. 
He shared that we are looking to add one more event that we could either partner 
with local organizations or head the event ourselves as a Sports Commission like the 
Youth Classic and Wrestling.  
 
Jay said they have worked with groups to host a Disc Golf tournament. He also 
believes 8-man football will grow over time with high schools. Rich asked if archery 
and trapshooting would be something that we could combine into one weekend. 
Tony Bauman said axe throwing is another activity that is growing. John Althoff also 
suggested fishing. Ray suggested a Mixed Martial Arts event.  
 

IV. Open Discussion 
John thanked and congratulated Beth on what they are doing to allow the kids play at 
the IHSA.  
 

V. Director’s Report 
a. Midwest Nationals Wrestling – July 10, 2021 

The Midwest Nationals Wrestling Tournament has always been considered a Sports 
Commission event but Mike Manahan has always run the event. To keep it alive, he 
will be moving the event to New Castle, Indiana for this year and will bring it back to 
Bloomington-Normal for 2022.  
 
Matt shared that he would like to form subcommittees and get them up and running 
to research new events to Bloomington-Normal.  
 

VI. 2021 Meeting Schedule (11:30am) 
a. Wednesday, May 12 
b. Wednesday, July 14 
c. Wednesday, September 8 
d. Wednesday, November 10 

 
VII. Adjourn 

Jon adjourned the meeting at 12:27pm.  


