
 

 

 

Sports Commission Board Meeting minutes 
January 13, 2021  ▪  11:30am 

Via Zoom 
 

 
Attendees:  Matt Hawkins, Leanna Bordner, Jon Voegele, John Althoff, Ray Ceresa, Tony Baumen, Mike 
Wagner, Steve Newman, Beth Sauser 
 
Call to Order: Jon Voegele called the meeting to order at 11:37am 
 
I. Public Comments 

None 
 

II. Action Items 
a. Illinois Athletic Directors Association Sponsorship 

Jon shared that the IADA has been in East Peoria for years. We are bidding for 2024 dates. 
Matt and Jon worked together and want to offer a sponsorship for $2,500. Leanna said she 
thinks we need to be aggressive and do what we need to do to get this. Leanna moved to 
support this venture at $2500. Mike Wagner seconded. All in favor. Motion approved.  

b. Sports Commission membership dues 
Matt shared what has been done in the past with Sports Commission memberships. The 
question is, do we reduce dues or cut them due to the decrease in events and COVID. Matt 
mentioned back at the May meeting, the board decided to cut the dues in half. The hotels 
are charged only $4 per hotel room, as opposed to originally $8 per room. With that said, 
considering we are still in the midst of COVID and many businesses and restaurants are still 
struggling, Matt suggested possibly waiving the dues. Moved by Steve. Seconded by John 
Althoff. All in favor, motion passed to remove dues for 2021.  

 
III. Discussion Items 

a. Board Seats 
Jon wanted to open discussion to board for new board members. They would be replacing 
Jim Benson and Kathleen Lorenz. Jon said Matt and him had an initial discussion about who 
would be best. Jon for motion to move forward and approach RC McBride and Al Nathan to 
join the Sports Commission Board. Leanna moved. Steve seconded. All in favor.  

b. Sports Complex 
Matt shared updated on Sports Complex. We created a sponsorship agreement from the 
last meeting, and it is being reviewed by attorneys. The CVB Board does not want to finalize 
our agreement until the land deal is officially finalized.  
  

IV. Open Discussion 
Leanna wants to go back and discuss area groups joining in on sports commission 
meetings/discussions. Leanna suggested semi-annually have groups like Fire, IHSA, IESA, BNGSA, 
etc to join and pick their brains of things going on. Matt agreed that it could be something to 
help everyone work together. Leanna said it’s important for information to flow both ways.  
 



 

 
V. Director’s Report 

a. State Farm Youth Classic – June 27-29, 2021 
SFYC is on the books, and the first committee meeting is next week.  
b. Midwest Nationals Wrestling – July 10, 2021 
Moving forward as well, and planning for at least 1,000 wrestlers.  
c. State farm Student-Athlete Recognition Banquet 
John Althoff and Matt spoke, and with the changes in high school sports this year, it doesn’t 
make sense to host this event as of right now. We will postpone it right now and hopefully can 
host it next year.  
 

VI. 2021 Meeting Schedule (11:30am) 
a. Wednesday, March 10 
b. Wednesday, May 12 
c. Wednesday, July 14 
d. Wednesday, September 8 
e. Wednesday, November 10 

 
VII. Adjourn 

Jon adjourned the meeting at 12:31pm.  


